2026 "Michigan‘RenaissanceTestival
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BBQ COMPETITION

GENERAL INFORMATION

- The 2026 BBQ Competition will take place over Harvest Huzzah Weekend (Sept. 26th and 27th, 2026)
- Competition Date & Time: Sunday, September 26th, 2026 starting at 2 PM
- Set-Up Times: Friday, September 25th from 9 AM to 5 PM. Saturday, September 26th before 8:00 AM
+ Note: All vehicles must be OFF SITE by 8:30 AM Saturday morning
- Entry Fee: $150 per team (non-refundable) due with completed form by August 14th.
30% of sales will also be collected from Saturday and Sunday revenue.
- Make checks payable to: Michigan Renaissance Festival.

Send all completed forms by mail, or email allison@michrenfest.com USSR DCE S
check, or money order. Mail to:

ATTN: BBQ Competition
APPLICANT INFORMATION 12600 Dixie Hwy, Holly, Ml 48442

COMPANY NAME (IF APPLICABLE)

HEAD COOK ASSISTANTS

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER E-MAIL ADDRESS

SELECT ALL CATEGORIES YOU WISH TO COMPETE IN

[] CHICKEN [] PORK [] BRISKET

Approved Items:

Meats: Chicken, Shredded Chicken, Chicken Wings, Pork Ribs, Pulled Pork, Sausage, Brisket

Sides: Coleslaw, Mac & Cheese, Beans, Corn Bread

No Beverages of any kind are to be sold.

Participants may sell any of the approved meats and sides listed above, as well as any remaining supplies.
Business promotion is welcome-flyers, giveaways, email sign-ups, etc.-we simply ask that all

promotional activity is conducted respectfully.

- Each category will have 1st, 2nd & 3rd place winners. After all category winners are determined, there
will be an overall Grand Prize Winner.
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BBQ COMPETITION

COMPETITION OVERVIEW

1.

5.

CONTESTANT: A contestant is any individual, group, restaurant, etc.-hereinafter referred to as a team
-that will prepare and cook entries for judging according to Michigan Renaissance Festival (MIRF)
rules. Each team must include a head cook and as many assistants as needed. The contest organizer
may not participate as a cook. Each team is limited to one turn-in box per meat category. Team
members and their family members are not permitted in the judging area during the contest.

At least one team representative must attend the mandatory cook team meeting on the morning of
the contest. If attendance is not possible, the team must notify the contest organizer in advance.
Teams that miss the meeting accept full responsibility for understanding and following all current
rules and any last-minute updates. Failure to comply may result in disqualification.
INTERPRETATION OF THE RULES: All rules and decisions are interpreted and enforced by the official
MIRF representative on-site. Decisions are final. No MIRF rule may be altered or waived for any reason.
EQUIPMENT: Each team is responsible for supplying all necessary equipment, including a cooker,
wood, charcoal, or wood pellets. Teams may not share cookers.

MEAT INSPECTION: All meat must be at or below 40°F before inspection. Prior to cooking, meat must
remain covered. During cooking, it must reach a minimum internal temperature of 145°F, and must be
maintained at a minimum of 140°F in a covered container until turn-in. Once inspected, contest meat
must not leave the team’s designated site.

COOKING FUELS: Only wood, charcoal, or wood pellets are allowed as cooking fuels. Gas or electric
elements may be used only to start initial fire (e.g., in burn barrels or charcoal chimneys), not during
cooking. Gas bottles must be disconnected and removed from cooking area once the fire has started.
APPROVED COOKERS: Any wood, charcoal, or wood pellet fire cookers-homemade or commercially
manufactured-are permitted. Electric or manual rotisseries, rotating shelves, power draft devices,
and augers may also be used during cooking.

CONTESTANT’S SITE: Each team will be assigned a cooking site, which must accomodate all equip-
ment, including cooker, canopy, trailer, etc. If additional space is needed, teams must contact the
contest organizer in advance to make arrangements.

BEHAVIOR: All teams-including team members and their guests-are expected to maintain courteous,
respectful behavior at all times. Alcohol consumption during the contest is strictly prohibited. Teams
must follow all local laws and regulations as communicated by the contest organizer. Failure to do so
may result in removal from the competition and expulsion from the MIRF grounds.

CLEANLINESS & SANITATION: All teams are required to keep their cooking areas clean, organized, and
sanitary throughout the contest. Proper food safety practices must be followed at all times. The use
of sanitary gloves is mandatory when handling food-failure to comply may result in disqualification.
Each team is responsible for cleaning up their site after the contest concludes. All teams must hold a
valid Temporary Event Vendor permit and provide proof of at least $1 million in liability insurance
naming Michigan Renaissance Festival, Holly Township, and North Oakland County Fire Authority as
also insured.

10. MEAT CATEGORIES: Competition categories include Half Chicken, Pork Ribs, and Brisket. Coun-

try-style ribs and any chopped, pulled or sliced rib meat not attached to the bone are not permitted.
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BBQ COMPETITION

COMPETITION OVERVIEW

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

JUDGING: Blind judging only. Entries must be submitted in an approved container with no garnish or
decoration. Only the meat entry may be in the box.Identifying marks result in disqualification. Meat
may be sauced or unsauced. Each entry must contain at least 8 separate and identifiable portions.
Entries will be judged on:
A. Presentation
B. Taste/Flavor
C. Tenderness/Texture
SCORING: Each entry will be scored by three official MIRF judges. Scores range from 1to 5 in each of
the three categories. If an entry is disqualified (see section below), it will receive zero points in all
categories from all three judges.
DISQUALIFICATION: Only the on-site MIRF representative may disqualify an entry. Reasons for
disqualifications include:
A. Evidence of marking or sculpting (any identifying mark inside or outside the box, or decorative
shaping of the meat)
Presence of anything in the box besides the meat entry (or bine for ribs)
Fewer than 8 separate and identifiable portions
Evidence of raw or undercooked meat (blood present)
Late turn-in (outside the designated 10-minute window)
Failure to use sanitary gloves
Pork not cooked as a single piece
H. Submission of meat that was not inspected
JUDGING PROCEDURE: The table captain presents each entry to judges and announces box number.
Judges will:
A. Visually inspect for rule violations (e.g. marking or incorrect portion count)
B. Score presentation
C. Take samples and score for taste and tenderness

All scores must be recorded before moving to the next entry. The table captain will return boxes

and submit score sheets to the MIRF representative.
WINNERS: Winners are determined by the total combined score in each meat category. The team
with the highest score is the Grand Prize Winner and will receive $200; 1st Place receives $100, 2nd
Place receives a sweatshirt and goblet, and 3rd Place receives a t-shirt and a goblet. In the event of a
tie, the next rank is omitted (e.g., if two teams tie for 1st, the next team places 3rd).
TURN-IN TIMES: Each category has a 10-minute window for submission (5 minutes before and 5
minutes after the posted time): Chicken: 2:00 PM, Pork: 3:00 PM, Brisket: 4:00 PM

O®MmMOoOw®
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BBQ COMPETITION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

CONTESTANTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR:

« Providing Cook Staff

» Supplying all food products and cooking equipment

- Bringing tent, table(s), chair(s), and table coverings

+ Setup and teardown of their booth space

« Temporary Food License
 Apply here:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/MDA_FS_Temp_Ap_ElectronicForm_84673_7.pdf

« Proof of $1M liability insurnace

* Bringing a whisper generator if needed (see rules for approved cooking fuels)

CONTESTANTS WILL RECEIVE:

+ 4 Weekend Admission Passes

+ 1 Weekend Parking Pass

+ Exposure to 20,000+ attendees per day

« Permission to market your business via signage, flyers, giveaways, etc.

SETUP TIMES:

« Friday, September 25th: 9 AM to 5 PM

« Saturday, September 26th: before 8:00 AM

All vehicles MUST be off-site by 8:30 AM Saturday morning.

SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION

SUBMIT FORMS TO:

Michigan Renaissance Festival
ATTN: BBQ Competition

12600 Dixie Hwy, Holly, MI 48442
or email: allison@michrenfest.com

MichRenFest.com
@MichRenFest on Facebook and Instagram
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